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GLORIA! 


Welcome and Announcement 


Dean Don McLean 


University of Toronto Women’s Chamber Choir 
Hiiary Apfelstadt, conductor 
Tracy Wong, assistant conductor 
Eunseong Cho, coilaborative pianist 


From Dancing Day John Rutter (b. 1945) 

I. Angelas ad Virginem (Gabriel, from heaven’s king sent to the maiden) 

II. /A Virgin Most Pure 

III. Personent Hodie (On this day earth shall ring) 

VI. Tomorrow Shall be My Dancing Day 

Myriam Blardone, harp 


Gloria 


Larysa Kuzmenko (b. 1956) 


University of Toronto Men’s Chorus 
Andre-Louis Heywood, conductor 
Mark Ramsay, assistant conductor & collaborative pianist 

Gaudete! arr. Michael Engelhardt (b. 1974) 

Spencer McKnight & Korin Thomas-Smith, soloists 
Carol Wang, Sam Kim, Matt Moore & Andrew Bell, percussion 

Noel Steven Sametz (b. 1954) 

Spasehiye, sodelal Pavel Chesnokov (1877-1944) 

Mark Ramsay, conductor 


Betelehemu Nigerian Carol, via Babatunde Olatunji (1927-2003) 

arr. Wendell Whalum (1931-1987) 


Victor Cheng, soloist 

Carol Wang, Sam Kim, Matt Moore & Andrew Bell, percussion 


INTERMISSION 


MacMillan Singers 
Hilary Apfelstadt, conductor 
Elaine Choi, assistant conductor 
Christopher Dawes, collaborative pianist 


0 inexpressible mystery 


Tawnie Olson (b.l976) 


0 magnum mysterlum 

(0 great mystery) 


Roslyn Green, violist 


Morten Lauridsen (b. 1943) 



Gloria (from the Missa Pax) 


Chelsea Pringle-Duchemin, soloist 


Timothy Corlis (b. 1972) 


i wonder as I wander Leonard Enns, arr. (b 1948) 

Hodie, Christus natus est Wiliiam Mathias (b. 1934) 

(Today, Christ is born) 

Chelsea Pringle-Duchemin and Dan Ryan, soloists 
Elaine Choi, conductor 


The University of Toronto Women’s Chorus 
Frances Farrell, conductor 
Leanne Filler, assistant conductor 
Jialiang Zhu, collaborative pianist 


Magnificat 


Cassie Karvonen, soloist 


Christine Donkin (b. 1976) 


Le Train d’Hiver 


Marie-Claire Saindon (b. 1984) 


Taladh Chriosda 


Jessica Leung, flute 


Mark Sirrett (b. 1952) 


God Wili Give Orders Sarah Quartel (b.l982) 

Sweet Child 

(from Snow Angel) 

Ayesha Baroboza, Audrey Campbell, Sabian Compri, 

Alexandra Delle Donne,Tessah Dunn, Annesta Duodo, Sarah Medeiros, Martina Myskohlid, 
Natalie Sommers, Marie Vaduva, Sofya Voronko, Evelina Zoubareva, solo group 

Cara Tors, reader 
Dobrochna Zubec, cello 
Sam Kim, percussion 


Combined Choirs 
Andre-Louis Heywood, conductor 


Gloria John Rutter 

I. Allegro Vivace 

II. Andante 

III. Vivace e ritmico 

Sarah Forestieri, Loren Graziano, and Alison Muir, soloists 
Dylan Maddix, Jonathan Ellison, Daniel Howells, Darlene Klein, trumpets 
Aaron Good, Jessica Hierons, trombones; Collins Saunders, bass trombone; 

Amelia Balak, tuba; Carol Wang, Sam Kim, percussion 
Christopher Dawes, organ 

This performance is given in partiai fuifiiiment for the requirements of the degree 
Doctor of Music in Conducting. 



Program Notes and Translations 


WOMEN’S CHAMBER CHOIR 

Dancing Day, a cycle of traditional Christmas 
carols arranged by John Rutter, includes six carols 
with a harp prelude and interlude, somewhat like 
the form of Britten’s Ceremony of Carols. Rutter 
uses both Latin and English texts, mixing the two 
in the first and third movements. Texture varies 
from unison to four-part, but most frequently 
is SSA. The harp part adds rhythmic interest 
and harmonic support. John Rutter is best 
known for his choral compositions. Educated 
at Clare College, he ultimately became director 
of choirs there (1975-1979) and later founded 
the Cambridge Singers (1981), a professional 
ensemble that has recorded many of his sacred 
works in particular. 

Larysa Kuzmenko is a Toronto-based composer, 
pianist, and teacher at the University of Toronto. 
Her works demonstrate a strong affinity for the 
mainstream classical music tradition. Her music 
is melodic and primarily tonal, accessible yet 
challenging. Three choirs jointly commissioned 
Gloria'. Bella Voce Women’s Chorus of Vermont, 
Elektra Women’s Choir of Vancouver, and the 
University of Toronto Women’s Chamber Choir, 
who gave its Canadian premiere on October 
19, 2014. Scored for SSAA choir, Gloria gives 
equal importance to all voices. - Notes by Hilary 
Apfelstadt 

MEN’S CHORUS 

The early carol Gaudete is one of the most famous 
entries in the Piae Cantiones (1582) collection of 
74 late medieval Latin songs traditionally sung in 
Finnish cathedral schools. In this modern setting, 
Illinois composer Michael Engelhardt Juxtaposes 
the antiquity of the ancient melodies with the 
sounds of modern industry, explore what he 
describes as “the beautiful tension of industry 
versus artistry, machinery versus humanity, 
progress versus heritage.” - Andre-Louis Heywood 

Rejoice, rejoice! Christ is born of the Virgin 
Mary, rejoice! 

It is now the time of grace that we have desired; 

Let us devoutly return songs of rejoicing. 

God has become man, and nature marvels; 

The world has been renewed by Christ who is 
King. 

Therefore let our song now resound in 
purification. 

Let it give praise to the Lord: Salvation to our 
King. 


Noel was crafted in 1995 by well-known American 
composer Steven Sametz and made popular by 
the male vocal group. Chanticleer. The text is 
adapted from a medieval carol and the rhythmic 
polyphonic lines layer on top of one another 
to create an energetic and complex dance-like 
canon. - Mark Ramsay 

Russian composer, Pavel Chesnokov, wrote 
Spaseniye, sodelal (“Salvation is Created”) in 
1912 while working at the Church of the Holy 
Trinity in Moscow. The text comes from Psalm 
74 and the work unfolds in a gentle homophonic 
style with the chant melody shared between ail 
four voices. This is one of the final sacred pieces 
Chesnokov wrote before being forced to turn to 
secular music by the Soviet government. - MR 

Salvation is created in the midst of the earth, 

0 God. Alleluia. 

Nigerian drummer Babatunde Olatunji brought the 
Nigerian carol Betelehemu to Morehouse College 
in Atlanta, Georgia when he received a scholarship 
to study in the United States. The piece, in the 
Yoruba dialect, has since become a staple of the 
Morehouse College Glee Club repertoire.-ALH 

We are glad that we have a Father to trust. 

We are glad that we have a Father to rely upon. 
Where was Jesus born? 

Where was He born? 

Bethlehem, the city of wonder. 

That is where the Father was born for sure. 
Praise, praise, praise be to Him. 

We thank thee for this day. Gracious Father. 
Praise, praise, praise be to Thee, Merciful 
Father. 

MACMILLAN SINGERS 
0 Inexpressible Mystery 

Canadian composer Tawnie Olson earned her DMA 
in Composition at the University of Toronto and the 
M.Mus at Yale. 0 Inexpressible Mystery is written 
for a cappeila chorus and solo viola obbligato. 

Olson encountered this text in a Christmas card 
made by the Holy Myrrbearers Monastery and was 
immediately struck by its beauty and power. She 
hopes the simplicity of this piece offers a faint 
echo of the deeper beauty of this hymn by Gregory 
of Nazianzen. 

0 Magnum Mysterium 

Composer Morten Lauridsen recently visited the 
Faculty of Music and MacMillan Singers was 



very fortunate to be one of five choirs invited to 
coiiaborate with him in preparation for the Sure on 
this Shining Night Festivai on October 25, 2014. 0 
Magnum Mysterium is one of the most performed 
and recorded compositions amongst all his works. 
“For centuries, composers have been inspired by 
the beautifui 0 magnum mysterium text with its 
juxtaposition of the birth of the new-born King 
amongst the iowiy animais and shepherds. This 
affirmation of God’s grace to the meek and the 
adoration of the Biessed Virgin are ceiebrated in 
my setting through a quiet song of proud inner 
Joy.” - Note by the composer 

0 great mystery, 
and wondrous sacrament, 
that animals should see the new - 
born Lord, lying in the manger! 

Blessed is the Virgin whose womb 
was worthy to bear the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia! 

(Transiation by Ron Jeffers) 

Gloria 

Canadian composer Timothy Corlis has a degree in 
sociai and poiiticai thought as weii as an M.Mus in 
composition. Through his work, he strives to create 
a sense of communai activity, as he beiieves that 
music has a strong power for social change. Corlis 
was nominated for a Juno award in 1999. Gloria is 
a movement from Corlis’ larger work, Missa Pax. 
This movement serves as the heart of the mass, 
and can also be presented as an individual piece 
because of its “wonderful tapestry of colours and 
textures”. At one point, it uses scattered vocal 
staccatos. Jostling around a tonal centre; and 
at another. It has a wonderfully-sustained alto, 
supporting undulating soprano. The progression 
from the simmering laudamus te up to a super¬ 
charged fortissimo gloria in excelsis deo (offers) 
a fantastically-cathartic moment of celebration, 
featuring stratospheric sopranos, unflinchingly 
launching heavenward. - Note by the composer 

I wander as I wonder 

Leonard Enns (b. 1948) is a Canadian composer, 
teacher and choral director, founder of the 
DaCapo Chamber Choir. I wonder as I wander was 
commissioned by Winnipeg’s Camerata Nova. “I 
wanted to respect the beauty of this lovely melody, 
so it is presented directly in the first and the 
last verse, while it is “developed” slightly in the 
second verse. As with a floral arrangement, this 
beautiful melody is surrounded by a kind of choral 
greenery, created through repeated statements of 
the word “wonder”. And, almost as in the process 
of meditation, the meaning of “wonder” matures 
from initial pondering wonder to amazing wonder 
at the climax of the arrangement (“...or all of 


God’s angels in heaven for the sing...”). The music 
returns finally to a quiet wonder, which is both 
question and admiration by the end of the Journey. 
- Note by the composer 

Hodie Christus Natus Est 

Born in Whitland, Dyfed, William Mathias began 
studying composition at a young age, and later 
earned the DMus of the University of Wales in 
1966. Mathias is known for his contribution to 
twentieth-century organ repertoire and church 
music. Although Hodie Christus natus est is an 
a cappella choral work, the homophonic vertical 
writing presents itself like an instrumental piece, 
perhaps a brass quintet or the organ itself. The 
upbeat triumphant exclamatory introduction 
reminds us of a brass fanfare, welcoming the birth 
of Jesus - Christ is Born today! This piece begins 
with the simple welcoming tonality of C Major, and 
each verse intensifies and ascends into a new 
tonality. By the last verse, tenor and basses Join 
the sopranos and altos in the opening fanfare 
motif. The repetition of the final phrase reminds 
us of church bells, resonating this Joyful message 
through the end of this piece. 

Today is Christ born; 

today the Savior has appeared; 

today the Angels sing, 

the Archangels rejoice; 

today the righteous rejoice, saying: 

Glory to God in the highest. Alleluia! 

Notes compiled by Elaine Choi 

WOMEN’S CHORUS 

Today’s all-Canadian program offered by the 
Women’s Chorus speaks to the wealth of 
Canadian composers who actively contribute to 
Canada’s burgeoning choral landscape. Christine 
Donkin’s unique setting of the Magnificat text 
is scored for a soloist and ten voices. These 
voices serve to magnify Mary’s thoughts and to 
affirm her decision to accept God’s request to 
bear Jesus. Mary Lycan, the editor of this piece, 
aptly describes these aural affirmations: “the 
choral parts form a cloud of sound, emanating 
and reverberating from the soloist’s mantra-like 
repetitions of the beginning of the text”. (Editor’s 
notes) In the poem Le train d’hiver, poet Phillipe 
Morin uses evocative imagery to depict the 
relentless Journey of a train as it races through 
the frozen landscape on a cold winter’s night. 

Sung at a rapid tempo, Saindon incorporates 
an unrelenting ostinato pattern, prolonged 
dissonances, and vocal effects such as wind 
noises and train whistles to illustrate this scene. In 
contrast, Mark Sirrett’s setting of the Gaelic carol 



Taladh Chriosda features lilting rhythms to convey 
the image of the Virgin Mary gently rocking the 
Christ-child. God Will Give Orders and Sweet Child 
are part of a group of pieces from Sarah Quartel’s 
suite Snow Angel. This choral suite features 
narratives of three angels, which combined 
with the music, speak to themes of “love and 
light, rebirth and rejuvenation and highlights the 
strength and beauty a child’s voice can bring to 
our often troubled world.’’(www.sarahqurtel.com). 
The two selections that will be performed today 
reflect the musings of Grace, a teenaged angel 
replete with tattoos and a nose ring, who yearns 
to make a difference in the world that, she feels, 
is seemingly becoming more and more devoid of 
compassion. - Notes by Frances Farrell 

Magnificat 

My soul magnifies the Lord 

And my spirit rejoices In God my Savior; 

Because He has regarded the lowliness of His 
handmaid; 

For behold, henceforth all generations shall call 
me blessed; 

Because He who is mighty has done great things 
for me, 

and holy is His name; 

And His mercy is from generation to generation 
on those who fear Him. 

He has shown might with His arm. 

He has scattered the proud in the conceit of their 
heart. 

He has put down the mighty from their thrones, 
and has exalted the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich He has sent away empty. 

He has given help to Israel, his servant, mindful of 
His mercy 

Even as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and 
to his posterity forever. 

Le Train d’Hiver 

The billowing train whistles through winter 
At a furious rhythm, burning coal 
Smoke stacked, wagons rocking 
As an iron iceberg, it plunges through the cold. 


Towing this chasing load 
The locomotive, battling, presses on 
Tearing straight ahead on snowy tracks 
Iron furies buried beneath ice. 

And from afar echoes a muffled roar 
On these endless tracks, in this frozen landscape 
In the dead of winter 
And the chill of the wind. 

As it slices the endless spread 

The convoy contrasts with the white countryside 

Protesting, it stretches away 

into the lost season. 

Taiadh Chriosda 

My Joy, my love, my pride you are! 

My new treasure, my pleasure you are! 

My lovely beautiful son, 

I am unworthy to bear you. 

Alleluia. 

Pure son of hope and light you are! 

Of love the heart and eye you are! 

Though you are but a tender baby 
i bow in adoration to you. 

Alleluia. 

MASSED CHOIRS 

John Rutter has long been regarded as one of 
Britain’s most prominent and prolific composers 
of choral music. As a conductor, he is most well- 
known as founding director of the Cambridge 
Singers, and as a composer for his sacred 
anthems, multiple collections of carols, and large 
scale works such as the Requiem (1985) and 
Mass of the Children (2003). His first such major 
work, Gloria (1974), marked his introduction 
to North America, composing the work for the 
Mel Olson Chorale in Omaha, Nebraska, and 
conducting at the premiere. While exhibiting a 
traditional symphonic structure and timbre, the 
work’s musical foundation is a Gregorian chant 
melody associated with the text “Gloria in excelsis 
Deo...” - a text traditionally attributed to the 
angels in the synoptic gospels, as they heralded 
the birth of Jesus. -ALH 
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WOMEN’S CHORUS 
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David Kim 
Frances Mangina 
Luca Morgante 
Charlotte Dorey 
Jane Ernszt 
Olivia Hui 
Alexndra Sanchez 
Julia Sarrachini 
Alex Crawley 
Genevieve Crispin-Frei 
Kiana Hasan 
Margaret Jupe 
Emily Kim 
Charlotte Macklin 
Lana Mogic 
Mayaline Roche 
Alicia Wilson 
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the cause of music education in Canada. 
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